
What’s on in Bucklesham? 
Group Date and Time Venue 

Walking Group 
Mondays at 9am  

No need to book – just turn up 

Meet in layby opposite 

the Shannon 

Village Library 
1st Monday of month 

10am-12pm 
St Mary’s Church 

Geology Group 
Monday mornings 

from 9:30am 
Village Hall 

Knit and Natter 
1st and 3rd Monday afternoons 

of month 
Village Hall 

Pilates Monday evenings Village Hall 

Little City 4th Monday morning of month Village Hall 

Bucklesham Players Tuesday evenings Village Hall 

Happy Babies 
Wednesday mornings 

 
Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls 
Wednesday afternoons 

from 2pm 
Village Hall 

Community Council Various events through the year Village Hall 

Garden and Allotment Club 1st Wednesday eve of month Village Hall 

Bumps, Babies and Toddlers 

Group 

Thursday mornings 

9:30am-11:30am 
Village Hall 

Evolution Karate 
Thursday evenings 

Various sessions 
Village Hall 

Church Lunch 
4th Friday of month 

12pm for 12:30pm 
Village Hall 

Yoga Friday evenings Village Hall 

To ask for your details to be passed on to the relevant group please 

contact the Parish Council at 

clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Bucklesham Bugle ~ Spring 2025 

The daffodils around the village are all coming into bloom 

and it really brightens the village up, doesn’t it? Thank 

goodness Spring has sprung at last. 

To ensure we could cover all costs involved in managing 

the village on behalf of all residents, it was necessary to 

raise the precept this year. We are very mindful that we 

have a huge responsibility to ensure villagers get value for 

their money, and therefore a great deal of time goes into carefully planning 

for any expenditure. The cost of all services, such as grass cutting, playing 

field maintenance, and insurance, has increased dramatically again this year 

and this has had a knock-on effect on our budgeting.  We are acutely aware 

of the pressures of the cost of living for so many villagers and we take the 

task of budgeting very seriously. The rise for an average household in 

Bucklesham this year will be approximately 10p per week. 

Play Equipment Replacement Project 
A recent RoSPA inspection showed that many pieces of the play 

equipment on the Playing Field are in need of urgent replacement.  

Replacing all the original equipment will be a very large project 

and we need your help!  

As part of the process of applying for grants, we must show we have 

the support of village residents. If you have children or grandchildren 

who use the field, nieces or nephews that come to visit and use the 

equipment, or other friends and family that make use of the facilities, 

it would help our grant applications enormously if you could show 

your support in writing please. It doesn’t have to be a long essay – 

just an email to say that you are aware that the equipment is in need 

of updating and why you think it’s so important that we replace it. 

clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

There will be an opportunity to view the plans on 

 Saturday 29th March in the Village Hall from 10am to 12pm.  

We are very keen to purchase pieces that the children want, not 

what we think they want. Please do come along with your children 

and let them be the decision makers – it’s their play area after all 😊 



A Defibrillator is situated outside the Village Hall 
12 Levington Lane – In an Emergency Dial 999 

The Emergency Service Operator will instruct you and give you the 

keycode to unlock the cabinet and release the defibrillator 
 Parish Council Meeting Dates for 2025 

14th May, 9th July, 10th Sept, 12th Nov at 7pm  

in Bucklesham Village Hall.  
We occasionally have additional Planning Meetings which are advertised 

via the Bugle Bulletin. All villagers are welcome to join us.   

Bucklesham Village Website 
For information on Bucklesham Parish Council,  

Clubs and Societies, Amenities, Reporting Problems, News  
and all things Bucklesham visit 

https://buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Parish Council has an email alert service – the Bugle Bulletin.  
This enables us to distribute important news around the village. It 
could be to inform you that a tree has come down and the road is 

blocked or major road works are planned, maybe a cat is missing or 
there is a stranger acting suspiciously in the village. We have also 

been able to inform villagers of important messages from East 
Suffolk and Suffolk County Councils, such as planning applications. 

Any urgent village news can be sent out on the Bugle Bulletin. 
Whatever the news we will keep you informed, so why not add your 

name to the growing number of villagers receiving the  
Bugle Bulletin.  

 

Bucklesham Allotments, Green Crescent 
The Parish Council own and manage the village 

Allotments in Green Crescent.  

If you are interested in managing a plot and 

would like to be added to the list, please contact 

clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk or 

07854 712 734  

Bucklesham Primary School News 
We were excited to welcome Suffolk Coastal MP Jenny Riddell-Carpenter 

to visit our school last week.  She was keen to hear about our strengths as 

a small rural school at the heart of our community and also to hear about 

our challenges; she is particularly interested in Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities (SEND) issues. She was keen to hear about our efforts with 

the Parish Council to reduce the speed limit from 60mph on the Brightwell 

Road and spoke to Head Pupils and School Council to find out their 

thoughts, and promised to investigate further. Our Reception children 

were excited to visit  St Mary’s Church on Shrove Tuesday for a pancake 

race with Rev Nick and they were excited to ring the church bell! 

Rachael Rudge, Head Teacher 

We have replenished all the Grit Bins in the village so please feel free to 
scatter the Grit as necessary on our lanes if there are any icy days left. 

St Mary’s Church  

Although we are looking forward to Easter now we would like to thank 

everyone who joined us for our Christmas services. Accompanied by Sue 

our organist the sound of carols being sung in a full church was particularly 

memorable. 

On Shrove Tuesday the youngest children from the school came to the 

church to learn about Lent and raced in pairs, with much laughter, down 

the path tossing their pancakes . This activity was followed by the  eating 

of fresh pancakes (that hadn’t been previously used or dropped in the 

race) and topped with chocolate spread! 

With Easter just a few weeks away we warmly invite you to join us  

at St Mary’s for: 

Mothering Sunday 30th March 10 am      

Easter Sunday 20th April 10 am 

 The Palm Sunday Benefice Service 10.30am am 13th April will be at Kirton 

Please see details of further services prior to, and leading up to, Easter 

Week on the church notice board. 

 

mailto:clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk


ATTENTION! Do not be the one to miss out… 
After the lighting of the Beacon on D Day in June 2024 the Parish Council 

received a few comments that we did not inform residents well enough 

about the planned events and some people missed out. We often hear 

disappointed residents saying ‘I never knew anything about that’,  ‘nobody 

told me’ and ‘I would like to have gone to that’.  

We want to reassure you all that we are doing all we can to keep you as 

well informed as possible. This Bugle is delivered 

to every home in the village and all events are 

advertised here unless they are arranged at 

short notice. Why not make a note of all the 

events in your diary and calendar now, and then 

you won’t be the one at home in your slippers 

missing out while we all have fun without you! 

Bucklesham Playing Field  
As we have had a few issues on the Playing Field lately this may be a timely 

reminder of a few of the rules requested by villagers to protect the Field:  

Opening Hours 

The Playing Field is open from dawn til dusk. No one is permitted to be on 

the Playing Field outside of these hours. You should not be walking your 

dog over there in the dark as you cannot see where they have been! 

Dogs 

Dogs are welcome if kept under control but please clean up immediately 

after your dog has fouled. Failure to do so may result in a Fixed Penalty 

Notice being issued by East Suffolk Council. A resident has recently been 

fined for failing to clean up after their dogs. There are no excuses – our 

Field is a children’s play area - if we see you, we will report you!  

The Playing Field is managed and held in Trust by the Parish Council for the 

benefit of all residents. Please help us to protect it. 

New Parish Councillor 
We are thrilled to welcome Cllr Kathryn McDonald to the Parish 

Council. Kat brings a wealth of knowledge and experience and will 
be a huge asset to the Council. We are now a full cohort again and 
will continue to work together as a team to deliver for Bucklesham. 

The Annual Village Litter Pick will take place on  

Saturday 5th April 2025  
starting at 8:30am in the Village Hall Car Park  

A clean up of the pit at the Allotments will also take place on  
Sunday 6th starting at 10am 

We know many of the Village 'Wombles' clean our lanes and footpaths all 
year round, but we always likes to embark on a Spring Clean. 

If you are able to help please do come along. Grabbers 
and bin bags can be provided but it is advisable to wear 

your own gloves and Hi-Viz jackets if you can.  
We would be really grateful for any support so please 
do help so that this not particularly thrilling task does 

not fall on just a few people.  

Bucklesham Village Hall AGM 
to be held on Tuesday 8th April at 2pm in the Hall   

We would love to see some new faces and would welcome any residents 

who would like to help us protect and manage the Hall on behalf of the 

village. Come and join us on this small, friendly committee.  

For Hall bookings contact the Clerk, Ruth Johnson 

buckleshamvillagehall@gmail.com or 07854 712 734 

Community Council AGM 

Wednesday 14th May 6:00pm in the Village Hall 
We have a plethora of events planned for 2025 so we are always 

looking for new members. If you are community minded and would 
like to help out please do come along and join us.  

We are a friendly bunch – honestly! 
 

Bucklesham’s Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting, followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council, will take place on Wednesday 14th May 2025 starting at 6:30pm in 
the Village Hall. 

At the Annual Parish Meeting, reports will be heard from many village 
groups and it is an ideal time to suggest projects you would like the village 

to undertake in the year ahead.  
If you are unable to attend any of the meetings but would like to have your 

comments heard, please email the Parish Council Clerk at 

clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

mailto:buckleshamvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk


Bucklesham Community Council Events 

VE Day 80th Celebrations  

Monday 5th to Thursday 8th May 

Your Community Council is busy planning celebrations in the village 

to commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE Day, which marked the 

end of fighting in Europe during the Second World War  

on 8th May 1945. 

These celebrations will be taking place nationwide and we are 

thrilled that Bucklesham is able to join in. All village celebrations are 

free to all residents and their families as they will be funded by the 

proceeds from our Beast of Bucklesham Calendar.  

VE Day Celebration Tea Party 
in the Village Hall on Monday 5th May   

from 2:30pm to 5:30pm 
There will be food, music, and a children’s entertainer. 

This is a free event and the whole village is invited so please do 

come along to celebrate and commemorate together.  

It will be necessary to book tickets to enable us to cater accordingly 

so please contact lois.mac@btinternet.com 07484 668 551 

to make sure you don’t miss out! 

Please then join us  

on the Playing Field on the evening of Thursday 8th May  

for the lighting of the Memorial Beacon 
Azure Wood Fired Pizza will be for sale from 6pm, plus teas & 

coffees will be available. Come along to soak up the atmosphere as 

we will have a live singer from 8pm to get us in the mood! 

The Beacon will be lit at 8:30pm 
As we light the beacon, a bugler will play the Last Post and the 

Chairman of the Parish Council will read the Tribute. A professional 

singer will lead us in a rendition of ‘I Vow to Thee My Country’. 

We hope all residents will join us to celebrate and  

 to look forward to a peaceful future. That future is why so many 

servicemen and women gave their lives - and protecting the peace 

they fought for is the greatest way to honour those who fell. 

We would like to present all residents of Bucklesham over the age of  
80 years a gift of a Commemorative Lapel Badge in recognition of 

their generation’s sacrifice during the Second World War. 
The VE Day 80 Official Lapel Badge is a collectors item designed to 

honour the 80th Anniversary of VE Day. Produced by Empire Medals, 
it measures 40mm in diameter. It is a beautiful lapel badge and is 

plated with gold and enamelled for a polished finish.  
If you qualify for this gift, please contact the Parish Council Clerk 

Ruth Johnson 07854 712 734 or 
clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk  

so we can ensure that yours is delivered to you in time for VE Day.  
If you have family members or neighbours who are 80 years or older 
please do make sure they are aware of this offer as the Community 

Council do not want anyone to miss out.  

We are supporting the Play Equipment Replacement Project  

by organising a Sponsored Bounce-athon 
Saturday 10th May from 8am to 6pm 

On the Playing Field 
All village children and grandchildren are invited to join in with the 

non-stop bouncing on a Bouncy Castle in a  
10 hour Bouncy Castle Bounce-athon Relay!  

Children will be encouraged to collect sponsorship for their efforts 
to raise funds to support the Play Equipment Replacement Project. 

It’s a relay - no child will need to bounce for the full 10 hours         
To register your child and to book a bounce time slot please contact 

the Parish Council Clerk, Ruth Johnson 07854 712 734 
clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Spring Craft Fayre 
Saturday 31st May in Bucklesham Village Hall 

 10am to 3pm, Free Entry 

Variety of stalls, homemade crafts and gifts 

Tea, coffee and cakes available in the pop-up café   

Please contact jackie.brunning@hotmail.co.uk 07956 391 679 

mailto:lois.mac@btinternet.com
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