
What’s on in Bucklesham? 

Group Date and Time Venue 

Community Council 
Various events 

throughout the year 
 

Walking Group 

Mondays at 9am  

No need to book – just 

turn up 

Meet in layby 

opposite the 

Shannon 

Village Library 
1st Monday of month 

10am-12pm 
St Mary’s Church 

Geology Group 
Monday mornings 

from 9:30am 
Village Hall 

Knit and Natter 
1st and 3rd Monday 

afternoons of month 
Village Hall 

Physiotherapy led 

Pilates 
Monday evenings Village Hall 

Little City 
4th Monday morning of 

month 
Village Hall 

Silver Swans ballet Tuesday mornings Village Hall 

Bucklesham Players Tuesday evenings Village Hall 

Happy Babies 
Wednesday mornings 

 
Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls 
Wednesday afternoons 

from 2pm 
Village Hall 

Garden and Allotment 

Club 

1st Wednesday eve of 

month 
Village Hall 

Bumps, Babies and 

Toddlers Group 

Thursday mornings 

9:30am-11:30am 
Village Hall 

Evolution Karate 
Thursday evenings 

Various sessions 
Village Hall 

Church Lunch 
4th Friday of month 

12pm for 12:30pm 
Village Hall 

****STOP PRESS – Changes to Bin Collections – STOP PRESS**** 
Friday 26th Dec will now be Sat 27th, and Friday 2nd Jan will now be Sat 3rd  

The Bucklesham Bugle ~ New Year 2026 

Another year is nearly at an end and it leaves us all 

wondering where the months have gone. We hope you 

have all had a peaceful Christmas and that you were all 

on the ‘Nice List’. It has been an extremely busy year in 

Bucklesham, which was topped off with a most fantastic 

evening on 5th December – ‘A West End Christmas’ in the 

Village Hall. All in attendance agreed it was a brilliant 

evening and over £2,000 was raised for the New Play Equipment Project. 

Huge thanks to our very own West End star Mark Connell, and his showbiz 

pals, who performed for us. It was a real privilege to witness such talents.  

We have had a lot of new residents move into the village recently, so we 

welcome you all and hope you are all happy in your new homes.  

The Parish Council would like to wish you all the best for this festive 

season. We hope that whatever 2026 brings, you are all safe and well, and 

that there is a peaceful and prosperous year ahead for all of us.  

New Play Equipment Project Update 
We are thrilled to report that we have now reached the target of 

£103,000 to replace all the Play Equipment on the Playing Field and 

installation will begin in March 2026 – not bad for just 8 months!  

This mammoth task was only possible thanks to the Bucklesham 

Community Council who supported us every step of the way, with 

the Sponsored Bounce-athon, the Mini-Fete, the West End 

Christmas night, and a very generous donation from their own funds. 

Their support also enabled us to achieve success with the grants we 

applied for, including £30,000 from Tarmac LCF and £45,000 from 

East Suffolk Council’s Local CIL fund. Our District Councillors Lee 

Reeves and Mike Ninnmey generously donated money from their 

Enabling Communities Budget, and we were extremely lucky to have 

had several donations from very generous villagers – from some 

families who have lived here for more than 50 years, and some who 

only just moved in. Huge thanks to all of you who bounced, baked, 

bought tickets, and supported us with all our fundraising endeavours 

– what a brilliant example of what we can achieve for our community 

when we all pull together.  



A Defibrillator is situated outside the Village Hall 
12 Levington Lane – In an Emergency Dial 999 

The Emergency Service Operator will instruct you and give you the 

keycode to unlock the cabinet and release the defibrillator 
 Parish Council Meeting Dates for 2026 

2nd Wednesdays of every other month at 7pm  

in Bucklesham Village Hall. 

21st Jan, 11th March, 13th May, 8th July, 9th Sept, 11th Nov  
We occasionally have additional Planning Meetings which are advertised 

via the Bugle Bulletin. All villagers are welcome to join us.   

Bucklesham Village Website 
For information on Bucklesham Parish Council,  

Clubs and Societies, Amenities, Reporting Problems, News  
and all things Bucklesham visit 

https://buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The Parish Council has an email alert service – the Bugle Bulletin.  
This enables us to distribute important news quickly. It could be to 
inform you of a fallen tree, major road works, or maybe a missing 

cat, or that there is a stranger acting suspiciously in the village. We 
have also been able to inform villagers of important messages from 

East Suffolk and Suffolk County Councils, such as planning 
applications. Whatever the news, we will keep you informed, so why 
not add your name to the growing number of villagers receiving the  

Bugle Bulletin.  

Bucklesham Allotments, Green Crescent 
The Parish Council own and manage the 

Allotments and it is a thriving community.  

Villagers are welcome to walk around the edge 

of the land but dogs MUST be kept on a lead 

and children must be accompanied at all times 

please. Occasionally plots become available 

and priority is given to villagers, so if you are interested in joining the 

community and managing an allotment plot yourself please contact 

clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk 07854 712 734  

Bucklesham Primary School News 

The Autumn term was busy at Bucklesham Primary, with Nativities, a 

Harvest celebration and a Christingle in St Mary's Church, trips to BT for a 

computing day, sports tournaments, and singing and wellbeing workshops 

to fit in, alongside exciting learning opportunities within the 

classroom.  The children have been raising money for a diabetes charity 

and collecting for Families in Need (FIND). Thank you to Bucklesham Parish 

Council for continuing to campaign for safer roads around our school, 

along with Jenny Riddell-Carpenter, MP. We are excited for what 2026 

holds for our school!                        

Rachael Rudge, Head Teacher 

St Mary’s Church  

We very much hope that you had a happy and joyous Christmas spent with 

family and friends. 2025 ended with a very successful Christmas Fair and 

Coffee Morning – almost £700 was raised. You may have also noticed the 

splendid new bench in the churchyard, given by the Voelcker family in 

memory of Tim. Tim Voelcker was a very valued member of the church 

family and spent a lot of time working in the churchyard. He was especially 

fond of the snowdrops which he nurtured and we look forward to seeing 

them bloom very soon. We were delighted to welcome Bucklesham 

Primary School for their Harvest Festival and their Christingle service.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy, 

Healthy and Peaceful New Year.  

Rosemary Watson – Churchwarden 

Bucklesham Food Bank for FIND (Families In Need) 
The continuing support of FIND by the village is greatly appreciated. 
Sadly there are still many families and individuals who are in need and 
the work of FIND is extremely important. All donations are welcome but 
in particular we always need long grain rice, long life whole milk, soup, 
pot noodles, tinned fruit and veg, tinned meat and fish, coffee, tea, 
sugar, squash, jam, cereal, biscuits and treats, toiletries for men, 
women and children including toothbrushes and toothpaste. Importantly 
we also need fresh fruit and vegetables of all kinds. 
I regularly empty the box on Friday but I do look into it during the week 
in case there is anything in the way of fresh fruit or veg that needs to be 
collected. Thank you all so much,  

Sally Voelcker 07946 085 299 

mailto:clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk


Bucklesham Community Council Annual Report 2025 
Once again we have had a year of great events, starting with the VE Day 

celebrations in May. Bucklesham was adorned with bunting, and a Tea 

Party was held in the Village Hall with a children’s entertainer, and music 

and photos from 1945. We purchased special VE Day commemorative 

badges for all villagers who were aged 80 and over. The beacon on the 

Playing Field was lit and we had a bugler playing the Last Post, followed by 

a rendition of ‘I vow to thee my country’ by a wonderful singer who 

entertained the crowd with songs from the era. 

May saw our Spring Craft Fayre in the Village Hall with lots of wonderful 

crafts, and the event was very well attended by residents, as was our 

Autumn Craft Fayre in November. Next year we are planning Craft Fayres 

on 14th March, 11th July, and 28th November – get the dates in the diary 

now! Autumn was celebrated with the Annual Scarecrow Festival and a 

Sale Trail. We served hot drinks, bacon rolls and sausage baps in the 

Village Hall, and supplied maps locating the scarecrows and sale tables. 

Votes were cast and the winning scarecrow was made by the Garlick family 

from Southmere, who won a very handsome trophy. 

We held events throughout the year to support the Parish Council and 

raise funds for the New Play Equipment Project, starting with a 10 hour 

Bounce-athon on the Playing Field in May, a Mini Fete and Coffee Morning 

in August, and last but not least the West End came to Bucklesham in 

December with our West End Christmas night. Mince pies and mulled wine 

were served and £2,077 was raised towards the New Play Equipment 

Project. In all we contributed £7,140 for the new play equipment, and we 

are proud that our support enabled many grant applications by the Parish 

Council to be successful. All other money raised from our events fund 

many village projects for the benefit of all residents of Bucklesham.   

If you’re interested in becoming a committee member, we’d love to have 

you. It’s very informal and we only meet when necessary (3-4 times a year) 

just to get our ideas together. Or if you would like to volunteer to help out 

at any events, you would always be welcome. Lastly, if anyone has any 

ideas for future events they would like us to put on please contact  

Tracey Lawler, Secretary, at traceythompson67@icloud.com.   

Merry Christmas and we wish you all a peaceful New Year.   

Your Community Council 

Bucklesham Players 
Present 

Bucklesham Village Hall 
Friday 16th January 2026 7:30pm 

Saturday 17th January 2026 2:30pm & 7:30pm 

Sunday 18th January 2026 2:30pm 

Tickets: £10 Adults £5 children (under 16)    

Please contact: 01473 659619 or 07900 478 444 
Or email buckleshamplayers@hotmail.com  

Community Speed Watch 
Many villagers shared concerns about the speed at which vehicles travel 
through the village, so the Parish Council initiated setting up a Community 
Speed Watch. Unfortunately, we have not yet had enough volunteers to 
make the group viable, so we are appealing to anyone who considered 
joining in to please do so. The group will consist of residents who will all be 
trained by Suffolk Police to record details of speeding vehicles using 
specialist equipment. 
We would like to be a visible presence in the village to make our roads 
safer. Sessions will take just one hour of your time once a month IF we get 
enough volunteers to make a rota possible.   
If you thought to yourself ‘I don’t mind helping with that’, please put those 
thoughts into action and contact us. Without you, we can’t make it work. 

clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk. Or call 07854 712 734 

mailto:traceythompson67@icloud.com
mailto:buckleshamplayers@hotmail.com
mailto:clerk@buckleshamparishcouncil.gov.uk


Bucklesham Village Hall 

1976 ~ 2026 
‘Celebrating 50 years of Hosting our Community’ 

This year sees the 50th Anniversary of the opening of Bucklesham Village 

Hall, although there was previously a Village Hall on the land in the form of 

an old wooden army hut which was built in 1928.  

There have been many changes over the years, but this year in particular 

will see a major change in the way the Village Hall is managed. 

The Village Hall is currently managed by a small Committee of unpaid 

volunteers – they are the Village Hall Charity Trustees. It has become 

increasingly difficult to recruit sufficient residents who are willing to take 

on such a responsibility, as we all lead busy lives and often don’t have the 

time to spare. It is also fair to say that being a Trustee of the Charity is a 

huge commitment; if there were any issues or problems at the Hall, each 

Trustee could be held individually liable and could be personally sued, and 

their own property and finances could then be at risk.  

With all that in mind, the Committee unanimously agreed to ask the Parish 

Council to become what is legally called the ‘Sole Trustee’ of the Hall, and 

the Parish Council have willingly accepted. This means that the Parish 

Council as an entity will be entirely responsible for the Hall, not individual 

villagers. Parish Councillors are democratically elected every four years 

and this decision will ensure that there will always be a group of 

responsible residents who are willing to protect the Hall for the whole 

community. 

The Village Hall Charity Trustees and the Parish Council have received 

extensive advice from the Village Hall’s advisor at Suffolk Acre, and have 

read widely on the subject and fully researched the implications. Both 

groups are confident that this is in the best interests of the Village Hall and 

will secure the future of the Hall for all residents for years to come.  

All members of all Village Hall user groups have been consulted, including 

the Community Council and the Church, and all have unanimously agreed 

that they will support this action. We now need to consult the residents of 

the village and ensure that you too are all equally behind the idea. 

Therefore, there will be a public meeting and a chance for you to have 

your say on this proposal on  

Wednesday 11th February 2026 from 7pm in the Village Hall 

If you cannot make it but would like to comment on the idea, please 

contact us at buckleshamvillagehall@gmail.com or call 07854 712 734 

Although the responsibility and liabilities of the Hall will then be the Parish 

Council’s as Sole Trustee, the Parish Council will be aided in the day to day 

management of the Hall by a ‘Working Party’, which they hope will consist 

of the existing Charity Trustees and any other villager who would be willing 

to join. The intention of this is to ensure that users of the Hall see very 

little difference, and the people who have successfully managed the Hall 

for so many years will be able to continue to do so.  

The Parish Council will not need to separately insure the Hall as long as the 

Council’s own policy provides suitable and adequate cover. This will 

eliminate the need for two insurance policies, saving the village money. 

Unlike the Charity Trustees, the Parish Council are allowed to reclaim VAT, 

and therefore it will then become possible to reclaim any VAT on Hall 

expenses (VAT on the new roof in 2024 was £8,000), once again saving the 

village money. 

Many other Village Halls around the country have successfully made this 

change, and both the Charity Trustees and the Parish Council can see no 

reason why not to pursue this. If you would like to find out more about the 

process of the Parish Council becoming Sole Trustee of the Hall, we will be 

happy to signpost you to independent literature from Suffolk Acre.  

In this 50th year of the Bucklesham Village Hall, we hope you will join us for 

many celebratory events and see what the Hall can offer you and your 

family. Details will be in the Spring edition of the Bucklesham Bugle. 

mailto:buckleshamvillagehall@gmail.com

